
Stepping over the line. 
 
Question. A player commits a foot fault. 
The opposition point it out loudly as the 
player is about to throw. What actions can 
be taken? 
 
It happened during a recent league 
match. A person was about to play in mid 
swing when one of the opposition piped 
up "your foot's not in the circle".  
 
The person about to play objected to this 
and a full and frank discussion ensued.  
 
Any rules broken? Any sanctions to apply? It's not as easy as you think due to 
the confused rules (or is it articles) that govern the game.  
 
Let's start with Article 6 - Start of Play 
 

“Rules regarding the circle. The players’ feet must be entirely 
on the inside of the circle and not encroach on its perimeter 
and they must not leave it or be lifted completely off the 
ground until the thrown boule has touched the ground. No 
part of the body may touch the ground outside the circle.” 

 
This seems straightforward. Players MUST stay inside the circle. What happens 
if someone doesn't? There is no specific measure in place in Article 6 that points 
to disciplinary action.  
 
Compare that to Article 20 - Time allowed to play 
 

“Once the jack is thrown each player has the maximum 
duration of one minute to play his or her boule. All players not 
respecting this rule, incur the penalties outlined in Article 34 
Discipline”.  



 
So it would seem that being as Article 6 does not refer the offender to Article 34 
that there is no disciplinary action for a stepping over the circle. 
 
However there is another Article that may be relevant.  
 
Article 23 - Boules thrown contrary to the rules 
 

“Any boule thrown contrary to the rules is dead and, if 
marked, anything that it has displaced in its travel is put back 
in place. However, the opponent has the right to apply the 
advantage rule and declare it to be valid. In this case, the 
boule pointed or shot, is valid and anything it has displaced 
remains in its place.” 
 

So there's a case for a boule thrown as it's thrower commits a footfault to be 
declared dead or advantage played. However it’s difficult to return displaced 
boules to where they were if they weren’t marked and we don’t mark everything 
do we?  
 
But is the footfault committed before the boule is thrown. In the scenario at the 
start of this article the complaint about a foot was made before the boule was 
thrown. So it it’s not a thrown boule.  
 
And it’s very difficult for the thrower to throw his boule and look at his feet. 
Taking the word of one member of the opposition team isn’t going to persuade 
him he did it wrong as every player starts by planting his feet in the circle and 
has no intention of moving so we need either a 3rd party to adjudicate (let’s call 
him an Umpire) or video evidence. Otherwise it’s one person’s word against no-
one else. 
 
While we're discussing the complaint then another Article comes into play.  
 
 
 
 



Article 16  Behaviour of players and spectators during a game. 
 

“During the regulation time allowed for a player to throw a 
boule the spectators and players must observe total silence.” 

 
If someone says to a player about to throw that their foot's outside the circle they 
speak thus infringing Article 16. Fortunately Article 16 does say something here. 
 

“The players who do not observe these regulations could be 
excluded from the competition if, after a warning from the 
Umpire, they persist in their conduct.” 

 
Yet again the rulemakers (or is that article makers) have confused us again. 
They don't refer to Articles; they don't refer to Rules they refer to Regulations!  
 
So under the Regulations after a warning from an umpire it's a straight red and 
you leave not just the game but the competition. Quite a strong penalty but 
ONLY IF THERE'S A UMPIRE managing the game. If there’s no umpire it's hard 
for a breach of this article because  
 

“Article 30 Complaints 
 

“To be considered, a complaint must be made to the Umpire. As 
soon as the game is finished, no complaint can be made.” 

 
More anomalies exist in the rules. Article 15 includes  
 

“It is forbidden to moisten the boules or the jack” 
 
But there are no penalties attached so lick your lollipops as often as you like.  
 
Then we have in the same Article 
 

“...Before throwing his/her boule, the player must remove from 
it any trace of mud or whatever deposit, under threat of 
penalties outlined in Article 34.” 



So anyone with muddy boules or even boules covered in salted caramel ice 
cream leads to a warning and if a player repeats the offence Article 34 kicks in. 
 

  
 
But despite all these complexities it appears that:- 
 
a) a player who does not remain in the circle while playing is wrong.  

b) a player who speaks while another player is throwing is wrong.  

c) Penalties apply to some breaches of the rules/articles/regulations but not all 

and are not uniform in their severity.  

d) Complaint about breaches of rules must be made to Umpires. If there are no 

Umpires complaints cannot be made. 

 
To return to the original scenario.  
 
A player who breaches article 6 has to learn not to.  
 
A player who breaches Article 16 should learn not to.  
 
In the absence of an Umpire very little disciplinary action can be undertaken.  
 
Even if there is an Umpire he has to see the incident and check to see if any 
sanctions apply to it or not.  
 
Even if one person says a foot was outside the circle the Umpire cannot confirm 
or deny the offence if he did not see it. 
 



So the conclusion of this that all players must strive to play properly and fairly 
but there are few penalties for non observance unless we're at an international 
tournament with Umpires. 
 
We've all seen people do daft things often unintentionally and we all break the 
rules/articles/regulations now and again so some tolerance and good humour is 
required. But individual players have to take the time to learn and play properly. 

 
 
 
Finally In case you didn’t know this is what 
Article 34 says which applies to some breaches 
of the rules here it is. 
 
 
 

Article 34 - Discipline.  
 

“For non-observation of the rules of the game the players 
incur the following penalties: 
 
1)  Warning; 

2)  Disqualification of the boule played or to be played; 

3)  Disqualification of the boule played or to be played and the 

following one; 

4)  Exclusion of the responsible player for the game; 

5)  Disqualification of the team responsible; 

6)  Disqualification of the two teams in case of complicity” 

 

Of course we are making a rod for our own back by using circles. In dusty 

squares all over Europe people are drawing a line in the sand with their foot and 

probably never stepping over it. They’re not the right diameter or sometimes not 

even circles but C’est la vie - Pour me another Ricard… 


