
The trouble with scoresheets 
 
Many clubs have produced scoresheets so that scores can be recorded and 
you can work out who the winners are. Sounds easy but experience tells us 
that it is much more complicated. Things that can go wrong include:- 
 

a) The columns on the scoresheet can confuse people. Some require you 
to write W/L in a box. Even this small task sometimes is handled badly. 

b) Some require the two parts of the score to be written in a box each 
such as but people write both in one box. 

c) There may be a column called difference where the points difference 
between the 2 teams is recorded. For the first round this is easy but for 
round 2 do you write in the difference for round 2 only or do you add 
that difference to round 1 difference to produce a cumulative total. 
People have difference opinions and so will choose their preferred 
method. You’ll end up with some game by game differences and some 
cumulative. (and some crossing out) 

d) If you allow anyone to enter their scores they may commit any of the 
sins listed above. 

 
So don’t let any of these things happen. 
 

• All you need to enter are the scores of the game.  
• No calculating of points difference as you go. 
• No cumulative points difference to go wrong.  
• We’ve kept it as simple as possible to reduce errors.  
• When all games have been played then add up the scores. 
• We count wins then use points difference. You’ll probably find that there 

are few teams who win all their games so you don’t have to calculate 
points difference for everyone, only when it’s needed to resolve ties. 

• Make it all clear at the outset only certain people write in the scores. 
Too many cooks etc. 

• If you can dedicate one person to being the Tournament Director and 
do all the scoring and make rulings on disputes it would be a good thing 
but it’s a lonely job. If you try and combine this job with playing one will 
of these activities (or both) will suffer. 

 
Happy scoring! 


